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Dean: Boyd Ahrens boydlee@aol.com · Sub-Dean: Mike Maiden mmaiden@kc.rr.com 

Bombarde Editor: Keith Sandrock bombarde@kcago.com 
 
 
From the Dean 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
 I am wondering, how many of our members play the organ at two different churches on a Sunday 
morning?  Through the years I have done it occasionally.  You play at an early service at the first church, say 8 
am, and then dash off to another church to do their 10:30 service, perhaps.  That is quite different than playing 
multiple services at the same church.  It is work, either way, but the worry of getting to the next church on time 
is an added layer of stress.    
 The first order of business with this message is to welcome our newly appointed Treasurer, Kelly 
Hackleman.  Kelly plays the organ for two separate churches on a given Sunday morning.  She plays an early 
service up on North Oak, and then dashes for downtown to play at the Grand Avenue Temple.  She is very 
energetic, I think!  Kelly is teaching a class at UMKC, among other things that she enjoys doing.  Please 
welcome her when next you see her, perhaps at the dinner reservations table in September, or possibly driving 
between services on a Sunday morning! 
 I received the resignation of our former Treasurer, Marjorie O’Konski, in July.  I was sorry that Marjorie 
felt she needed to step down from the position.  We all have enjoyed working with her and seeing her bright 
smile at meetings!  We thank her so much for the work that she has done for our chapter, and the joy she and 
Jim bring with them from Topeka when we see them at events and meetings!  Give them a big “Thank you!” 
when next you meet! 
 The French Organ Music Festival VII is now passed, and we are into our current season of chapter 
programs.  Mario put together a fine group of organists who played such fine music for us at the downtown 
Cathedral.   We are grateful that Mario sustains this energy and fine music in the astounding acoustical space 
of the cathedral. 
 Reggie Watkins and I are working to show case a very rare pipe organ in a most unique setting in 
Kansas City.  The Wurlitzer company brought an organ to the Methodist Episcopal convention in 1928.  After 
the convention, Centennial Methodist Church purchased it and installed it in their sanctuary.  It has remained 
there, unaltered and in playing condition ever since.  The console is the “horseshoe” variety, usually reserved 
for use in movie theaters.  What really sets Centennial apart from other churches is that they also have added a 
C3 Hammond and a 3 manual Johannus digital organ to their stable of instruments.  We are going to have a 
wide variety of organs to listen to in September.  Please invite and BRING your friends to this most unique 
musical experience!  There is more information about this event in the Upcoming Programs article. 
We have been in contact with Jonathan Gregoire, our organist for the October program.  His theme is “Dancing 
Through the Ages” and looks to be very energetic. 
 Our new Schola Cantorum director, Jackson Thomas, is actively seeking singers for the November 
program over at the Cathedral of St. Peter, in Kanas City, KS.  He has sang with group for 5 years, and they are 
happy to have him now be on the other side of the podium as their director!   We plan to have some of our 
younger members play the organ there.  If you have a student or know of someone who would like to present a 
piece to us, please contact me or our Youth representative, Stephanie Henry.  Shenry24@kc.rr.com 
The national office has initiated a rather new program to introduce people to the AGO.  It is a category of 
membership called: Volunteer.  It is aimed primarily at folks who are volunteers where they are the organist.  
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The idea is for them to belong to a local chapter and experience the meetings, programs, and newsletters of 
their community.   Our chapter recently received 23 new Volunteer members.  We hope they will be active in 
our events, and we hope to see them at the dinners!  Please welcome them and help them to be a part of our 
group! 
 I have been informed that KCUR, the public radio station from UMKC, is exploring the creation of a  
“classical station” in Kansas City!  It has been many years since the demise of KXTR, a classical station I really 
enjoyed.  Let us hope that this venture lifts off and fully explodes over Kansas City! 
 In closing, we note with gladness all of our members who have renewed for the coming program year!  
We are all in this together – to “foster a thriving community of musicians who share their knowledge and 
inspire passion for the organ…and to engage, support, and uplift every organist.”  (from our Operating 
Procedures) We hope to see all of you in the months ahead! 

Boyd Ahrens, Today’s Dean 
 
 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING 
 

Organs Galore! 
 

Monday, September 16, 2019 
 

Centennial United Methodist Church 
1834 Woodland Ave 

Kansas City, MO 64108 
 

Punch Bowl at 6:00 pm 
Dinner at 6:15 pm 

Catered by Sugar & Spice 
 

Dinner Menu 
BBQ Brisket and Smoked Turkey 

Potato Salad and Cole Slaw 
Barbeque Beans and Dill Pickles 

Fresh Baked Breads 
 

Assorted Desserts:  
Miniature Cheesecakes, Cookies, Brownies 

Water, Iced Tea, Coffee 
 

Cost: $12/person 
 

Please call Nancy Ramirez at 816-436-9467 or email reservation@kcago.com by 9:00 pm 
Wednesday, Sept 11. Nancy will confirm your e-mail reservations. Please call if you don’t get 

a confirmation. Remember, if you have a reservation (permanent or one-time) and miss dinner, 
you are still obligated to pay for your meal if you have not cancelled by Monday, Sept 16. 

 
*** Please note: New “Walk-in” Dinner Price *** 

 
In an effort to help our new caterer, and encourage timely reservations, the price for unreserved 

dinners will be $17. If you reserve your meal in advance, the price remains the same at $12. 
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Schola Cantorum to begin rehearsals 
 
“I am so excited to begin rehearsals with AGO Schola as the official Director! We will be reaching out to past 
(and hopefully future!) members of the ensemble for our season very soon. Our fall concert on November 18th 
will be a wonderful program of music to commemorate the dedication of the Basilicas of St. Peter and Paul in 
the incredible St. Peter’s Cathedral in Kansas City, Kansas. Our annual Bachathon program and other details 
are also coming soon. If you are interested in joining us, please email me at jacksoncthomas@gmail.com!"  
 
Jackson Thomas, Schola Director 
 
 
New chapter website coming soon! 
  
The GKCAGO chapter is in the process of converting our chapter website to a content management system 
(cms). With this conversion we will have a new look on the website, plus we will be able to more easily control 
the website content. Along with the website changes we will also update our chapter email template for 
communications to the chapter members. Be on the lookout for an email announcing the new website. The 
website domain will remain the same, so before then please check the current website to be able to compare 
once the new site is announced. http://www.kcago.com/    
 
 
Organ music on the radio? 
  
Would you like to again hear organ music on a local radio station? News on the street is that KCUR is planning 
to start a new classical radio station for the Kansas City metro area. Brent Johnson, producer from the Organ 
Media Foundation and long-time board member of the St. Louis AGO chapter, has reached out to members of 
the GKCAGO chapter about this. STLAGO and OMF produce a weekly radio show of organ music that airs on 
their local classical station http://www.agostlouis.org/the-king-of-instruments/. They buy time from the 
station and sell sponsorships to present The King of Instruments on the radio, which can make money for the 
chapter. Radio station program directors unfortunately are not clamoring for organ music, so it takes a grass-
roots effort from organists and organ enthusiasts to convince the station to present this program. If you have a 
passion to help present organ music on a local radio station, or just want more information, send an email to 
Boyd dean@kcago.com with your interest and to get contact information for Brent. 
 
 
For Sale 
 
Wicks Pipe Organ 
Location: Organ, Newton, Kansas 
 
Pictures -  click here: https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B-TFN80tD5xbeHJkelBfTGh2ZjQ 
Organ Description – Click here: Organ Specs 
 
For further information, please contact Rachel Dirks at rdirks@ku.edu.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kcago.com/images/bombarde-2019sep/Kilgen_Organ.pdf
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Events Calendar 
 
Celebrating 100 Years of Service 
Saturday, September 21, 2019 @ 3pm 
Trinity United Methodist Church 
620 E. Armour Blvd.  
Kansas City, MO 64109 
Dr. Jan Kraybill will be performing a concert on the  
Rededication of the J.W. Jenkins Austin Organ Op. 844 
 and the church is celebrating its 100th anniversary  
this year. 
 
Organ Recital 
Sunday, September 8, 2019 @ 3:30pm 
First Baptist Church 
3033 SW MacVicar Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66611 
John Deahl will present an organ recital on the 3 manual, 39 rank Reuter at First Baptist Church of Topeka. 
John received his Master’s in Church Music from the University of Kansas with an emphasis in Organ 
Performance and Choral Conducting and has maintained an active presence as a church musician and 
recitalist. His program will include works by Bach, Rheinberger, and Widor. This event is free and open to 
the public and children of all ages are welcome. Reception to follow. 
 
Organ Dedication Concert 
Sunday, October 13, 2019 @ 1:30pm 
Holy Family Parish 
919 NE 96th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64155 
Come to hear amazing music in an amazing new worship space!  The organ dedication concert will include 
performances by Jan Kraybill and parish musicians.  Freewill offering accepted. For a printable flyer, click 
here: Organ Dedication Flyer   
 
 
The Funny File   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kcago.com/images/bombarde-2019sep/Organ_Dedication_FLYER2019.pdf
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Substitutes Available for You 
  
Substitutes listed are members of the local organ guild. The people who hold AGO certificates have passed requirements of 
the National American Guild of Organists for various levels of service playing and choral conducting. However, the 
GKCAGO is not an endorsement agency for service provided by the persons listed here. To learn proficiency of substitutes, 
feel free to ask them for references. Feedback regarding the hiring of GKCAGO substitutes is welcome and encouraged. 
Please send feedback to John Schaefer canonjohn40@gmail.com. 
 
These substitutes have passed various levels of AGO certification requirements: 

Mary Bronaugh Davis, MA, CAGO 
org 
 

(816) 436-1419  
(c) (816) 456-0343 

Nancy Custead, CAGO, B.S. Music Ed 
org, piano 

(816) 590-9414 
nancustead@gmail.com  
 

Barbara Eichenberger, BM, CAGO 
org, piano  

(816) 803-2516 
musicaltouch36@gmail.com 
 

Stephen Kucera, CAGO, BM 
org, piano, lit 
 

(913) 568-3873 
skkansas@gmail.com 
 

Linda Mann, BME, SPC 
org, piano (Weddings/Funerals only) 
 

(816) 353-4826  
(c) (816) 289-9760 

Marjorie O’Konski, MM, MME, SPC 
org, piano 

(785) 766-2545 
mjokonski@hotmail.com  
 

John Pitchford, MM, SPC 
org 
 

(913) 663-3768 
johnpitchford@kc.rr.com 
 

John Schaefer, AAGO, ChM 
org, dir, lit 

(816) 520-2084 

Claudette Schiratti, MM AAGO 
org, dir, lit 
 

(c) (913) 530-0960  
cschiratti1@gmail.com 
 

Jerrold Tidwell, BM, MM, CAGO 
org, piano, dir, lit 

(c) (301) 714-8030 
jerrold.tidwell@gmail.com 
 

SPC = service playing certificate | CAGO = Colleague certification | AAGO = Associate certification | FAGO = Fellow 
certification org = organist | lit = liturgical worship | dir = choral director | piano = pianist 
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The following have various degrees in organ or church music at the college or postgraduate level: 

Joyce Berg, MM 
org 

(816) 741-7388  
joyberg74@gmail.com 
 

Alisa R. Carmichael, BM 
org, piano 

(270) 535-4881 
carmichael.alisa@gmail.com 
 

John Deahl, MM 
org, dir, lit, bass soloist 

(785) 250-4141 
johnldeahl@gmail.com 
 

Stephanie Henry, DMA Choral Music 
org, piano, dir, lts 

(816) 678-6372 
shenry24@kc.rr.com 
 

Sharon Hettinger, DMA  
org, lit, dir, handbell 

(785) 842-2053 
slhett.sunflower.2016@gmail.com  
 

Ronald Krebs, BM, MM  
org, lit 

(785) 843-2622 
rkrebs@reuterorgan.com 
 

Sarah Lyons, DMA  
org, piano, lit, dir 

(309) 333-8745  
Sarah.orr.lyons@gmail.com 
 

MacKenzie Reed, MFA, BM 
org, piano, lit 

ivoryfistrule@gmail.com 
 
 

Ann Marie Rigler, DMA  
org, lit 

816.808.8663 
amrwjc@gmail.com 
 

Nancy Stankiewicz, BA 
org, lit 

(913) 642-8642 
 
 

 
The following also offer their services: 

Boyd Ahrens 
org, lit 

(816) 453-8406 
boydlee@aol.com 
 

Betty Bauer 
org, lit 
 

(913) 814-9021 
hababab@earthlink.net 
 

Franklin Coleman 
org, lit, dir 
 

(813) 494-5538 cell; (816) 442-8570 home 
Erzhalerii@gmail.com  

Doris Daniels  
org, lit 
 

(816) 431-3244 

Phillip Grubbs 
org 

(816) 721-2325 
pgrubbs@embassylandscape.com 
 

Edward Poston – KU student 
org 
 

edward.rposton@gmail.com 
 

Marilyn VanderLinden 
org, lit 
 

(816) 665-4441 

Margaret Werth 
org 
 

(785) 478-0256 

org = organist | lit = liturgical worship | dir = choral director | piano = pianist | lts = long term sub 


